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hanks  dear  readers  and  contributorsThree years ago, I was appointed as Editor-in-Chief of the
ournal of Cardiology replacing the former Editor-in-Chief Prof.
huwa Tei. At that time, the mission of the editorial members
ncluding me  was education and contributing to scientiﬁc progress
n cardiology. To achieve this mission, we made efforts to make
his journal more widely known and one of the leading journals
n cardiology. During these three years, the number of submitted
apers increased remarkably from all over the world. Furthermore,
he scientiﬁc levels of the published papers became higher and
any of them have been cited in other journals. As the results
f the efforts of all the editorial board members and the contrib-
tions of the scientists who submitted the high-grade studies,
he impact factor of this journal was 2.298 in 2012. One of the
eﬁnite missions of our editorial board members is to increase
he impact factor. I would like to express my  sincere appreciation
or their valuable contributions and cooperation to achieve this
ission. Although raising the impact factor is not the goal, it is marker of a well-known journal. My  successor Prof. Hiroshi Ito
ill make this journal more popular and contribute to the progress
f clinical cardiology. In addition to becoming a wide spread
ournal, another of our missions is education. I am proud of our
914-5087/$ – see front matter © 2013 Published by Elsevier Ltd on behalf of Japanese Co
ttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jjcc.2013.11.004associate  editors and reviewers, because the authors appreciate
the reviewers’ appropriate and kind comments instead of rejecting
their papers. Their appreciation is one of our pleasures and the
aim of the founder of this journal Prof. Tsuguya Sakamoto. With
the increasing number of submitted papers, we will remember his
spirit and continue to make efforts to achieve it.
I  have been elected as the president of the Japanese College
of Cardiology and will concentrate my  efforts on developing the
Japanese College of Cardiology, so I have given up being the Editor-
in-Chief of this journal. Finally, I would like to thank all of the
readers, authors, and reviewers for constantly supporting the edi-
torial work and publication of the Journal of Cardiology during these
past three years.
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